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On 4 November fibre enthusiasts all over the 
world joined the FTTH Council Europe and the 
other FTTH Councils Global Alliance (FCGA) 
sister associations in celebrating Gimme Fibre 
Day, paying tribute to Professor Charles Kuen
Kao’s exceptional achievements in fibre optics 
communications.

#GimmeFibre

‘By showing the superior capacity of fibre optic cables 
for transmitting information, Professor Kao initiated a 
revolution in the world’s electronic communications 
sector and paved the way for the FTTH Councils’ 
mission. 
Professor Kao’s findings dramatically changed our 
mode of communications and enabled the creation of 
a full ecosystem for innovation.’ 

The FTTH Councils’ Global Alliance

http://www.gimmefiber.eu

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23GimmeFibre&src=tyah
http://www.gimmefiber.eu/


Overview

• The State of Fibre: FTTH/B Market Panorama

• Driving Fibre Investment: Policy & Regulation

• Fibre for 5G

• Socioeconomic Benefits of Fibre Study: Main Use Cases



FTTH/B figures – September 2017

FTTH/B Figures, September 2017 – Close to 51.6 million FTTH/B subscribers
and more than 148 million FTTH/B Homes Passed in EU39

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe



General ranking: FTTH/B Homes Passed

• 18 countries with 2 M HP or more in EU39 (12 countries in EU28, in blue on the map)
• Highest growth rates do not necessarily occur in the largest markets and this confirms that 

the interest on FTTH/B is growing (e.g. Poland: +46% and UK: +31%) even in countries 
where it is not the leading NGA solution

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe



Top Ten - FTTH/B Coverage

General ranking: FTTH/B coverage

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe



FTTH/B Take-up

General ranking: FTTH/B subscribers
• 11 countries with 1 M subscribers or more in EU39 (6 countries in EU28, in red on the map)
• Strong growth in Belarus, Germany, Poland and UK
• Sharp advances in France, Spain and Italy



Top Ten - FTTH/B Takeup

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council Europe



Driving Fibre Investment:  
Policy & Regulatory Solutions



Fibre for 5G

Fronthaul Backhaul

5G ≠ 4G: 5G needs Fibre 5G needs Fibre in ‘every street’



Socioeconomic benefits of FTTH: 
Main Use Cases



www.ftthconference.eu

http://www.ftthconference.eu/


Thank you for your attention!

Karin Ahl
Chair of Policy & Regulation Committee

FTTH Council Europe
karin.ahl@rala.com
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